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+++ 

 

Dear Friends – 

 As we worship this season, we move through the first portion of what are sometimes 

termed “ordinary” days in the church year. Following after the celebration of the arrival of wise 

ones seeking Jesus on his birth (Matthew 2:1-12), this may also be called the season after 

Epiphany. I prefer the later term, for it acknowledges the increase of light, in our given world 

and, hopefully, in our lives. It reminds in the season before Lent that there is a quality of light 

which lengthens even now, though winter continues and may yet deepen. Harsh as the world 

may be, we are given in faith to remember that the light of Christ has been given, and we are to 

be sharers of that light. 

 Easier it may seem, in some respects, to stand back from things and wait – for more time, 

more money, more people to arrive. But suppose we are ones God is waiting for? Suppose, as 

happened in Mary and Joseph’s time, it fell not to others, but to those who showed up to take up 

the blessing given for them. 

 Suppose in this time we see again with “beginner’s eyes” what others see when they first 

arrive. A place with room enough in the inn. A gathering with space for tall kids and small. A 

hall upstairs and down set with food enough for all. 

 In a midwinter world of seemingly endless grasping for power it may not always feel like 

“this is my Father’s world,” as the old hymn promises. But we are still called to live as if we 

know who our God is. And God asks of us this – to love kindness, to trust mercy, to walk 

humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). 

  Peace and every good, 

    Pastor Jones 

  

 

 

 +++   

 

 

Make us worthy, Lord, to serve those throughout the world 

who live and die in poverty or hunger.  Give them, through our hands, this day their daily 

bread; and by our understanding love, give peace and joy…          Mother Teresa of Calcutta 



 

Upcoming Highlights 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m.  

Hymn-sing last Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m. Sun & alternate Tues, 6 p.m. 

Sunday School follows Children’s Time, during Worship 

Fellowship Time follows Worship Weekly 

Bible Study occurs Wednesday at 4:30 pm 

Youth Confirmation Group Sun, Feb. 12, 5:30 pm 

Trustees Mon, Feb. 13, 7:00 pm 

Women’s Spirituality Saturday, Feb 18, 8:30 am 

Newsletter Submissions due Tues, Feb 28 

Prepared to Serve (Pembroke workshops) Sat, Feb 25 

 

Ash Wednesday Service March 1, 7:00 pm 

Prayer, Music, Imposition of Ashes 

 

World Day of Prayer Friday, Mar 3, 2 pm (at Milan UMC) 

Community Worship at Milan UMC 

 

Deacons (Worship planning) meet Tues, Mar 7, 5:00 pm  

Memorial Committee Wed, Mar 8, 2:00 pm 

Church & Society (Mission group) meets Thurs, Mar 9, 4:00 pm 

Men’s Prayer Group Friday, Mar 10, 7:00 am 

Christian Education Thurs, Mar 16, 7:00 pm 

+++ 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Everyone is encouraged to attend World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 3, at 2:00 PM at the 

Milan Methodist Church. This is an ecumenical service developed by Christian Women of the 

Philippines. There is a handicap entrance in the front of the church and an elevator to go 

downstairs. There is parking next to the church. Participants in the service are from local 

Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches in our area.   

World Day of Prayer is a world-wide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many 

traditions who come together on this same day each year ever since 1927. Judy Carroll is area 

leader and takes a roll call of churches at the end of the service. 

I would like a good turn out from our church!  FMI call Judy Carroll at 466-3680. 



Women’s Spirituality 

The Women’s Spirituality members who ventured out in the bleak midwinter to meet in the 

church fellowship hall on Saturday, January 21st, were rewarded with a delicious breakfast 

provided by Muriel, Phyllis, Eva Jane, and Linda. During the meeting, there was a lot of sharing 

centered around the topic of "In the Bleak Midwinter," followed by a time of expressing joys and 

prayer concerns. The meeting ended with prayer at ten. 

The next gathering will be on Saturday, February 18th. Phyllis, Mandy, and Muriel volunteered 

to treat us to breakfast, which starts at 8:30 am. The actual meeting is from 9 to 10 on the topic 

"God’s Love." Where or when have you seen or felt God’s love? How can we spread the news 

of God’s love? Does God love you???? Do you love God???? In addition to trying to answer 

these questions and others, there will be a time for prayer and the sharing of joys and concerns. 

You may prefer to just listen if that makes you feel more comfortable. Please come and 

participate in a special time of food, fun, fellowship, and faith-growing. 

Women’s Spirituality is open to all women, not just those connected to The Gorham 

Congregational Church UCC, and meets the third Saturday of the month from September to 

May. For more information, please contact Eva Jane Demers at 466-5281. 

 

Church Dome Light 

The Dome Light is shining brightly this month in honor of Nancy Lowe on her birthday, 

which is February 22nd. This is lovingly given by her husband, children, grandchildren, and 

great-grandchildren. 

You, too, may want to light up the Gorham skies for a month or more in memory of loved ones 

or in honor of a person or an occasion. To do so, please complete a Dome Light Form, which is 

available at the church or from Eva Jane Demers (466-5281). If it is not convenient to get a form, 

be sure to include information on who is being remembered or honored or what is being 

celebrated, who is requesting the light be lit, and for which month or months you wish to have 

this done. Then place it, along with a check made out to the church with Dome Light in the 

memo line, in the Sunday offering plate or return them to the church office. An amount of $30 

has been suggested to cover the lighting expense for a month. Also, it would be appreciated if the 

information could be submitted at least two weeks before the beginning of the indicated 

month. How wonderful it would be to have a long list of honorees each month! 

 

Memorial Committee 

At our meeting on January 17th, the committee and Pastor Bill continued its discussion from the 

previous month on the Memorial Book, dedication of the handrails and stairs to the chancel near 

the piano, and new or other projects to add to the Wish List. The PDF files for all the missing 

years have been finalized and are now awaiting printing, mounting, and then insertion into the 

Memorial Book. (If you want to know what PDF files are, please ask Glen Alden, the computer 

whiz who created them. At the same time, do thank him for all his help.) The dedication is 

planned for the last Sunday in January, so probably will have taken place by the time you read 



this article. Time ran out before we had a chance to have much discussion on new or other 

projects, but we did agree that input from the church family would be greatly appreciated. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 8, at 2 pm. As always, comments, questions, and 

suggestions are welcome by the committee, which consists of Judy Carroll, Phyllis Curcuru, Eva 

Jane Demers, and Heather Reid. 

    Eva Jane Demers 466-5281 

Christmas Signs and Decorations 

I wish to acknowledge all those who worked along with me in creating the various visual 

accoutrements attached to the events which took place this Christmas season which included  

“Music on a Winter's Eve, the Christmas Eve” service itself, and for the weekly activities  

including the Advent services and coffee hours, as well as the various community groups using 

our church during this period, including Northern Human Services and AA.    

This year special efforts were made to prepare the banners and signs for the Winter's  Eve 

community service as well as the Christmas Eve service for which special thanks go to Linda, 

Heather, Martha and Anne Sappington.   Also there was the creation and placing of paper bag 

luminaries on the front steps for the Winter's Eve Service  (thanks to Evelyn and the church 

youth), putting up the candy cane panels at the church side door (thanks to Bill and Martha), 

taking them down (Caramon), putting up and taking down the two different sets of newly created 

street signs by the parking lot  (Ed, Mark and Bill), putting up and taking down the Christmas 

altar piece (Glen) decorating the sanctuary including the Christmas tree, boughs and wreaths 

(thanks to the Deacons including Heather, Rhonda, Mandy and Glen), and decorating the 

Fellowship Hall ceiling (Linda, Martha and Heather).    

I am sure there may be others I apologize I may have omitted to mention. In all, over a hundred 

hours must have been spent, along with monetary donations for materials.    

I feel these and other special activities of this sort do much to help create our positive and special 

image in the community and ultimately may even help to grow the church.  

 Respectfully submitted,  Tim Sappington 

 



 

 

Deacons  

 

After canceling communion at Coos County Nursing Home for New Year’s Day, service 

resumes on February 5th. Offering this sacrament to the residents and nurses at the nursing home 

is not only one more way in which we deacons offer service to our Lord, it’s a privilege and a 

pleasure to offer hope and fellowship to those unable to attend regular church services. But this 

labor of love isn’t restricted to Deacons alone. Any church member or attendee who’d like to 

participate is welcome to join us at the Cates Hill facility, top floor, for our 1:30 service the 

first Sunday of each month. 

The Deacon-of-the-Month for March is Mandy Bradford. She’s looking for scripture readers and 

ushers. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve God by serving His church. If you’d like to 

volunteer but aren’t sure what ushering entails, any of the Deacons would be happy to explain. 

Although our social hour host for March is the Christian Education Committee, anyone can bring 

a contribution for Coffee Hour. A good time to meet and greet the congregation as a whole is in 

Fellowship Hall following worship. 

[As are others,] our church is struggling financially and I want to remind you how Steve Tassey 

suggested we fix this problem. If we all brought just one new person to our Sunday service, our 

numbers would double and the problem would be well on the way to being solved. Let’s all be 

ambassadors for Christ and invite a friend or family member to our worship service next Sunday. 

Bible Study under my leadership is entering its fourth year. We finally made it all the way 

through the New Testament and have begun mining gold in the Old. We’ve completed 

Ecclesiastes and Ruth and are currently enjoying the Book of Job. Studies planned for this year 

include Esther, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and a study of Abraham taken from Genesis. Study is 

every Wednesday from 4:30 – 5:30 and everyone is welcome to attend. 

One last thing. We insert envelopes into the church bulletin the 1st Sunday of every month for 

contributions to the Deacon’s Discretionary Fund. Your thoughtful contributions are most 

welcome and will be used to assist whoever in our community that comes to us in need. 

Blessings and God’s grace to all, 

Glen Alden, Deacon-of-the-Month 

 

+++ 

 

The Dome Light is shining brightly this month  

in honor of Nancy Lowe on her birthday, which is February 22nd.  

This is lovingly given by her husband, children,  

grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

February, 2017 (birthdays in italics) 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1  

Bible 4:30 

pm Cindy 

Gibson   

Murphy 

2  

Deacons 

5:00 pm  

3  

Walt Winturri 

4 

5  

Communion & 

Church Schl 10                  

Matt Lary 

 

6  

AA & 

AlAnon 7p 

Katrina 

Fowler 

7  

 

Jack 

Holmes 

  

8  

Bible 4:30 

pm  

9  

Church & 

Society 

4:00 pm 

10  

Men’s Prayer 

7 am 

  

11 

 Sara 

McCrum Ono 

12  

Worship & 

Church Schl 10 

  

  

13  

AA & 

AlAnon 7p 

Trustees    

7 pm 

  

14  

Emily 

Grone,  

Jack Henne 

15  

Bible 4:30 

pm  

16  

Ann 

Tenney 

17  

Theresa 

Holmes 

18  

Women’s         

Spirituality 

8:30 am  

19 Worship & 

Church Schl 10 

  

20 AA & 

AlAnon 7p  

21  

  

22  

Bible 4:30 

pm 

Nancy 

Lowe, 

Peter 

McDowell 

  

23 

News 

Items Due  

24  25 Prepared 

to Serve 

(Pembroke) 

Austin 

Scarinzi 

26  

Hymn-Sing 9:45 

a. 

Worship & Sun 

Schl  

Food Pantry Offer 

27 AA & 

AlAnon 7p  

28 Mar 1  

Ash Wed 7 

pm 

2 3 World Day 

Prayer  

2 pm (Milan) 

4 

 

   

 



The Mission of The Gorham Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is to welcome all 

people seeking a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  

 

Reverend William B. Jones, Pastor  

Debbie Bernd, Pianist & Choir Director  

Shelli Fortin, Sexton    Jude Owen, Sound 

Rhonda Stitt, January Deacon  

Earl McGillicuddy, Moderator  

Steve Tassey, Assistant Moderator  

Lee Carroll, Chair Trustees  

Glen Alden, Chair Deacons  

Bev Legendre, Chair Church and Society  

Martha Sappington, Christian Education  

Sarah Carberry, Treasurer  

Heather Reid, Financial Secretary  

Eleanor Russell, Church Historian  

Jo Anne Carpenter, EvaJane Demers,  Co-Auditors 

The Gorham Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ  

143 Main Street   

Gorham, NH  03581  

  

Church Phone 603-466-2136 

Church e-mail: gorhamucc@gmail.com       Church website GorhamUCC.org   

Please visit us on Facebook! 

 

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by mail, please let us know!  
 

 

 

 


