
Church Update, June 24, 2016 

The Gorham Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

Dear Friends, 

We come to summer with a number of events at hand, notably our summer Strawberry Festival. As 

church members and friends gathered the morning before, it seemed that the longer strawberries 

were prepared for the shortcakes, the greater the mound arose. I was reminded of the Bible story in 

which a woman offered hospitality to a guest even though she seemed down to her last bit of flour. 

As she prepared the meal, it turned out there was enough flour for another meal after all. And 

another meal after that.  And more the day after (1 Kings 17). So the morning went at church. The 

more people who came in to help, the more strawberries we were able to prepare for our guests. 

 

It occurred to me later in the day faith is like that too. The more we live in faith, the more faith we 

have to draw on. Coming to what seems our last bit of so-called "self-reliance," we find ourselves 

able to do more gathered in Christ than we could have alone. Someone shares a story as we crush 

fruit together. Someone else tells about a prayer answered, and a friend in need. A young one 

discovers the delight of playing in confectioner’s sugar. We remember why it matters to share faith, 

and laugh together. The day passes more easily as God laughs with us. The world eases around us as 

it receives our hello. 

So may our life together pass more easily too, as we gather in various combinations to pray, work, 

and receive God’s blessing. May some of God’s blessings to us be apparent in the days before us, in 

worship and special offerings this summer. In on-going activities of our church. And in the way we 

find ourselves sharing life with God. 

Peace and grace to us all, in the Spirit Christ gave for all. 

Pastor Bill Jones. 

  



Marie Beringer has invited us up to Sugar Plum Farm for a “Year-End” Garden Party in special 

appreciation of our music ministry following Worship on Sunday, July 2! Those unfamiliar with the 

route may follow Pastor Jones to her home atop the hill after church that day. 

  

+++ 

Summer Vacation Bible School will be held over the course of four evenings in a single week this 

year, Monday-Thursday July 10-13, with a final weekend morning or afternoon session to be 

named later, hopefully at the UCC church camp on Pine Mountain at Horton Center. Please join us 

from 6 - 7:30 pm for this educational opportunity. 

+++ 

Thanks and prayers to all involved in helping with Linda LaPete's Memorial this month. She was a 

gentle spirit, whose smile blessed us deeply. Our prayers continue with Mark, Nick, and all her 

family. 

 

 

 

 



Below are reports supplied on a number of church groups over the last several weeks. Thank you to 

all who participate in the ministry of this church through its committee life. 

+++ 

Women’s Spirituality - June 2017  

The Women’s Spirituality group met in the church fellowship hall on Saturday, May 20th, at 8:30 

am for breakfast provided by Mandy Bradford, Donna Cairns, Muriel Comeau, Phyllis Curcuru,, and 

Bev Legendre. Thank you, Mandy, for the quiche; Donna, for the watermelon; Muriel, for the fruit 

and yogurt; Phyllis, for the munchkins; and Bev, for the breakfast casserole. What a yummy meal! 

At nine am, the twelve in attendance discussed, listened, and shared on the topic "Happy Prayers." 

Of equal importance, and maybe even more importance to some, was the time spent on Joys and 

Concerns, which was food for our souls and for our home prayer time. 

After a summer break, the next meeting will be Saturday, September 16th, at the above time and 

place. Breakfast preparers for this meeting are Phyllis Curcuru, Bev Lengendre, and Evelyn 

Robbennolt-Jones. The topic for thought over the summer and to discuss and share in September is 

"Finding Grace." How can we change our perspective on life? How can we see things in a new light? 

Please plan to join us . . . and bring a friend. Women from all churches (or no church affiliation) are 

welcome! For more information, please call Eva Jane Demers at 466-5281. 

+++ 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT FOR JUNE 2017 

Eva Jane Demers 466-5281 

The Memorial Committee and Pastor Bill met Wednesday, May 17th, about two months after our 

previous meeting. The minutes of March 8th were read and approved. Although there were no new 

memorial contributions to report, there were six Dome Lights. (See the Dome Light article for more 

details.) Work on the Memorial Book continues. Sample pages were shown that displayed some of 

the fine work that Glen Alden did in creating PDF files for each year, with some years having three 

separate files to contain all the names. Now the search is on for archival paper and/or plain book 

pages to ensure that the memorials will be preserved for future generations. 

The committee reminisced about all the work it has done with Memorial gifts intrusted to us over the 

years, namely the purchase of new pew cushions and new hymnals, help with the restoration of the 

outside ramp and stairs, encouragement in getting the new stairs on the side of the chancel, and the 

purchase of a new printer for the treasurer’s office, a camera for the church, and a fireproof filing 

cabinet. Then the committee observed that the Wish List has room for some new additions. 

Therefore, feel free to submit your requests before the next meeting, as well as comments, questions, 

and suggestions, to any member of the committee, which consists of Judy Carroll, Phyllis Curcuru, 

Eva Jane Demers, and Heather Reid. Because the May meeting was late in the month, it was decided 

to skip June and have our next meeting Wednesday, July19th, at 2 pm. 



Dome Light Information May-June 2017 

There are three entries for the Dome Light In June. The light is shining brightly in memory 

of Brenda and her brother, Bill Burlock by Mom & Dad, brother Peter & wife Dawn. The light is 

also shining in memory of Myles Beringer by Marie Beringer. Myles was Marie’s grandson who 

passed away at three years of age in 1995. The third entry is in celebration of the 49th anniversary of 

Reny and Eva Jane Demers, who were married in Friendship, ME on June 15, 1968. 

There were also three entries for the Dome Light In May. The light was shining brightly in memory 

of Patrick Forestall who is lovingly remembered and dearly missed by his family on this, the fifth 

anniversary of his passing. The second entry was in honor of Roland Hayes’s 95th birthday on May 

9th by John and Eleanor Russell. The third entry was in celebration of the 94th birthday of Verena 

Simmons by Reny and Eva Jane Demers. Verena, whose birthday was May 14th, is the mother of 

Eva Jane and lives in Shelburne with the Demerses. 

You, too, may want to light up the Gorham skies for a month in memory of loved ones or in honor of 

a person or celebration of an occasion. To do so, please complete a Dome Light Form, which is 

available at the church or from Eva Jane Demers (466-5281). If it is not convenient to get a form, be 

sure to include information on who is being remembered or honored, who is requesting the light be 

lit, and for which month you wish to have this done. Then place it, along with a check made out to 

the church, with Dome Light in the memo line, in the Sunday offering plate or return them to the 

church office. An amount of $30 has been suggested to cover the lighting expense for a month. 

Besides being published in a newsletter, Dome Light information for the month will be listed in the 

bulletins and on a sign in the narthex. It is requested that newsletter information be submitted at 

least two weeks before the first of the month of your choice. How wonderful it would be to have a 

long list of entries each month! 

 

 

There is one entry for the Dome light in July. It states "Happy Birthday, Cutie. Love 
Always, Cutie." July 23rd is the birthday of Fred Otto, Phyllis Curcuru's late husband. 



CO-AUDITORS’ REPORT FOR 2016 

The co-auditors, Jo Carpenter and Eva Jane Demers, met together a total of eight times in March and 

April to conduct the 2016 audit. We reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and all relevant paperwork and 

find it to be satisfactory. A meeting was held with Treasurer Sarah Carberry on April 11, 2017 in 

order to discuss the results and return the records. 

The co-auditors would like to comment that the church should be pleased with, and thankful for, the 

way that Sarah is handling the complexities of the church finances. She is doing a fine job as 

treasurer. 

In conclusion, the co-auditors would like to state that we appreciate all the work that has been done 

on the finances of the church and that we can say with certainty that all the money is accounted for 

and all the bills are paid. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Co-auditors: Jo Carpenter and Eva Jane Demers 

  

+++ 

Trustees June 2017 Meeting Report 

The Board of Trustees met on June 5, with most Trustees, Sarah, and Bill present. 

The meeting opened with a prayer by Bill. 

The meeting reviewed the financial statement and placed it on file. 

There was discussion about several projects at the church and Stinson Barn that need attention. Earl 

is planning to rebuild the ramp entry to the personnel entry at the Stinson Barn. Lee noted that the 

first contractor contacted to review and repair the church roof in the vicinity of the steeple will not 

be available. (Since the meeting another contractor has been contacted and he will be providing a 

proposal for the apparent work needed. Additionally, Lee has contacted Bennett Plumbing to replace 

the faucet in the church kitchen that is failing. 

The present Church Street sidewalk entry to the parking lot was discussed. Lee noted that the Town 

indicates that the original construction is not per Federal standards and that the Main Street sidewalk 

about 25 feet away is properly constructed. The Town prefers to reconstruct the sidewalk near the 

entry walk on Church street to the church to eliminate the existing improper ramped modifications. 

This will leave the Mai Street sidewalk and the church driveway as properly accessible points to 

the Church Street sidewalk. The Trustees agree that the existing improper ramped entry on 

the Church Street sidewalk should be eliminated, but that the Town should provide painted 

crosswalks if that is done. Lee will discuss further with the Town. 

Earl noted that the next Church Council Meeting would be on Thursday, June 15 at 7:00 PM. 



The date of the next Trustee's meeting will be in August at a date and time to be determined. 

The meeting closed with a prayer by Sarah and adjourned at 8 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lee F. Carroll, Chairman; Board of Trustees 

 

+++ 

 

Trustees May 2017 Meeting Report 

The Board of Trustees met on May 1, with most Trustees and Bill present. 

The meeting reviewed the financial statement and placed it on file. Based on the current 

balances in accounts and known bills due the Treasurer’s prior request to withdraw from 

the Consolidated Investment Fund in the amount of $20,000.00 as had previously 

authorized by the Chairman, was confirmed by the Board. 

 

There was discussion about several projects at the church and Stinson Barn that need to 

be undertaken this Spring. Lee has reached a Contractor to look at the flashing at the 

steeple and some repairs that are needed on the steeple that would require working from 

the roof. Earl has volunteered to replace the ramp to the Right door at the Stinson Barn. 

Steve will have one of his sons review the front entry doors at the church to recommend 

the proper work to repair them. A discussion on a suggestion that the Stinson Barn Left 

door opening be widened resulted in a general agreement by the Trustees that it was 

unnecessary. 

 

The Trustees present selected dated to provide refreshments for the after church coffee 

hour during May. 

 

Earl noted that the next Church Council Meeting would be on Thursday, June 8 at 7:00 

PM. 

 

The date of the next Trustee’s meeting is June 5 at 7:00 PM 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lee F. Carroll, Chairman; Board of Trustees 

___ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer List 

Our sister congregation, Tuzuka UCCZ, Zimbabwe 

Those serving our country: Adam York. 

  

 Edgar Allen 

Erik Anderson 

The family of  

Nathan Berry  

Peter Burlock 

Audrey Cairns 

Phjllis Curcuru 

Reny Demers 

Donald Dziedzic 

Jessica Gooddall 

Handi Jo Dolloff-Holt 

Roland  & Roma Hayes 

Beulah Johnson 

Mark LaPete 

The family of Linda  

Darnell LaPete 

Beverly Legendre 

Larry ^ Nancy Lowe 

Bob McGillicuddy 

Charles Nickels 

Jose Pequeño 

Joan Ramsay 

Ed Reichert 

Eleanor Russell 

Kay Tassey 

Richard Wood 

Barbara Fenn Wysession 

 

 

 



 

+++ 

The Gorham Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

143 Main Street 

Gorham, NH  03581 

 

Reverend William B. Jones, Pastor 

Debbie Bernd, Pianist & Choir Director 

Shelli Fortin, Sexton      Jude Owen, Sound 

 

Church Phone 603-466-2136 

Church e-mail: gorhamucc@gmail.com 

Church website GorhamUCC.org 

Please visit us on Facebook! 

 

+++ 

 

 

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Sunday School follows Children’s Time 

Fellowship Time follows Worship 

Bible Study Wednesdays, 4:30 pm 

 

Scheduled Meetings 

Memorial Committee, Wed, July 19, 2:00 pm 

Deacons, Thursday, August 3, 4:30 pm 

 

+++ 

 


